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Group Art Unit: 2875 
Allowed: September 08, 2008 
Examiner: A. Ton 
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APPLICATIONS 



A Statement of Reasons for Allowance accompanied each of the Notices of Allowability 
regarding the above-identified application. Although Applicants agree that the claims are 
patentable over the art, entry of the Statement into the record should not necessarily be construed 
as any agreement with or acquiescence by Applicants in the reasoning set forth in the Statement, 
particularly to the extent that the wording used in the Statement may be construed as differing 
from the actual claim language and/or the otherwise proper interpretation of the claim language 
in view of Applicants' prosecution of the claims. 

The Statement first finds Applicants assertions of patentability to be persuasive. 
However, each version of Statement goes on to indicate that the art "does not anticipate 
individually or teach in combination the invention as recited in claims 6-11, 16-26." The 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



10/555,094 



reference to "the invention" and to all of the claims in one Statement should not be construed as 
any indication that all of the claims are directed to a single subject or necessarily stand or fall 
together for purposes of patentability over the art. The claims differ as to language and scope, 
and it is submitted that each claim is independently patentable in its own right, not just for one 
general reason as suggested by the reference to "the invention" in the Statement. It is 
respectfully submitted that the allowed claims should be entitled to the broadest reasonable 
interpretation and to the broadest range of equivalents that are appropriate in light of the 
language of the claims, the supporting disclosure and Applicants' prosecution of the claims, 
without reference to the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

To the extent necessary, if any, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.136 hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this 
paper, including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess 
fees to such deposit account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 




Keith E. George 
Registration No. 34,1 1 1 



600 13 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 KEGrMWE 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: September 15, 2008 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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REQUEST FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE CITED ART 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



We are in receipt of the Notice of Allowance dated September 08, 2008. 

In reviewing the file, it is noted that we have not received acknowledgement of 
the Information Disclosure Statement and cited art filed November 2, 2005 or February 
22, 2007. Enclosed are copies of the Information Disclosure Statements, PTO- 1449s and 
stamped return postcard acknowledgements. 

We also note that we have not received complete acknowledgement of the 
Information Disclosure Statement and cited art filed September 18, 2007. Specifically, 
the U.S. Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 11/233,036, dated May 
30, 2007 listed under "Other Art" is not initialed by the Examiner. Enclosed are copies 
of the Information Disclosure Statement, PTO- 1449 and stamped return postcard 
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acknowledgement. Also enclosed please find a copy of the partially initialed PTO-1449 



received with the Notice of Allowance dated January 9, 2008. 
Applicant hereby respectfully requests that: 

( 1 ) the appropriately acknowledged PTO- 1 449s be furnished to Applicant; 

and 

(2) the record be clarified to confirm that the cited art has been considered and 
made of record. 
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McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 



Keith E. George 
Registration No. 34,111 



600 13 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 KEG:kh 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: September 15, 2008 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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